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This is followed, on the succeeding morning, by a
clear and transparent sky, and by that delicious
freshness of the atmosphere which so invariably
follows a fall of rain on these hills.
The wind now fixes steadily in the S. W. or W.
S. W., whence it blows with moderate strength ; the
fogs and mists rapidly thicken, and close in the view
on every side; and at length (usually at some time
between the I0th and the I5th) the monsoon sets in
with a thick drizzling rain, which continues with few
interruptions during the remainder of the month.
The hills, during July and August, are enveloped
in almost perpetual clouds and fog. The visual
horizon is thus limited within a very small circum-
ference ; except when at intervals the fog partially
opens so as to permit a hasty glimpse of some of the
nearer objects, when it again closes in, and shrouds
the surface with the same dense gloom as before.
The atmosphere is supersaturated with moisture
which is precipitated with very little interruption in
the form of small, thick, drizzling rain, varying, at
short and frequent intervals, with heavy drenching
showers, which are often accompanied with a high
boisterous wind. The sun's rays, seldom for more
than half an hour, or an hour at a time, penetrate the
dense mass of cloud with which the sky is shrouded;
but at the same time very little cooling takes place
by terrestrial radiation, and consequently the climate
is rendered not only very equable, but also very tem-
perate. In September, the violence of the monsoon
begins to subside. The wind abates in strength, the
fogs are much less dense and frequent, and the
A 2